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1. Traditional practice: collect firewood and 
cook with open fire

4. Improved practice: purchase
metal skirt from vendor or ask
blacksmith to construct

5. Place around pot

6. Metal skirt diverts
smoke away from the 
cook and also 
concentrates heat

7. Less 
wood
needed

2. Smoke

3. Since much heat is 
wasted, but collect
more wood

Lesson: Use of a metal skirt around the cooking fire can reduce smoke and raise the heat, 
which reduces the cooking time and amount of wood or charcoal required 




