
Manish N. Raizada, Ph.D.; Lisa Smith, Illustrator
SAK Picture Book • Creative Commons4.14

1. Traditional practice: broadcasting fertilizer

4. Good yields but
wasted money

3. Most fertilizer not near roots is not
absorbed and wasted

2. Requires several
bags of fertilizer

5. Improved practice: Place
fertilizer in bottlecap

6. Apply to base of each seedling

7. All fertilizer is absorbed

8. Fewer bags of fertilizer required, high yields with less money

Lesson: Rather than random broadcasting of fertilizer, adding small amounts using a bottle
cap directly to each seed or seedling reduces the total amount of fertilizer required




