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Lesson: Rotating a cereal crop (e.g. maize) with a legume crop (e.g. beans) will reduce pests and diseases and reduce 
need to purchase pesticides.  

1. Problem
in maize 
field:
there are 
molds 
and insects

2. Fair yield
initially

3. Re-sow maize, but
mold and insects are worse 4. Lower yield

5. Farmer purchases and sprays 
pesticides to improve later yields

6. Improved 
practice

8. After harvest, sow maize

9. There is a reduction
in molds and insects
because they have 
lost their host plants 10. Improved maize harvest

11. Less 
need
to purchase
pesticides.

12. Repeat roatation

13. Crop rotation when cereals and legumes are
grown in 
adjacent plots

Season 1 Season 2 Season 3 Season 4

7. Sow
legume or 
pulse first




